Carbapenemase producing Enterobacteriaceae in Belgian nursing homes: myth or real danger?
Prevalence of carbapenemase-producing Enterobacteriaceae (CPE) is increasing both in hospitals and in the community. In this point prevalence study, rectal CPE colonization was investigated among 150 nursing home residents. No CPE were detected. Epidemiological data directly linked with CPE colonization in community and nursing home settings are currently lacking. Further research will show whether the preventive measures taken, including a strong focus on standard precautions, a dedicated isolation policy, and antibiotic restriction will retain CPE to invade nursing homes.